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§595.6 Modifier identification.

(a) Any motor vehicle repair business
that modifies a motor vehicle to enable
a person with a disability to operate,
or ride as a passenger in, the motor ve-
hicle and intends to avail itself of the
exemption provided in 49 CFR 595.7
shall furnish the information specified
in paragraphs (a)(1) through (3) of this
section to: Administrator, National
Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
tion, 1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE.,
Washington, DC 20590.

(1) Full individual, partnership, or
corporate name of the motor vehicle
repair business.

(2) Residence address of the motor ve-
hicle repair business and State of in-
corporation if applicable.

(3) A statement that the motor vehi-
cle repair business modifies a motor
vehicle to enable a person with a dis-
ability to operate, or ride as a pas-
senger in, the motor vehicle and in-
tends to avail itself of the exemption
provided in 49 CFR 595.7.

(b) Each motor business repair busi-
ness required to submit information
under paragraph (a) of this section
shall submit the information not later
than August 27, 2001. After that date,
each motor business repair business
that modifies a motor vehicle to enable
a person with a disability to operate,
or ride as a passenger in, the motor ve-
hicle and intends to avail itself of the
exemption provided in 49 CFR 595.7
shall submit the information required
under paragraph (a) not later than 30
days after it first modifies a motor ve-
hicle to enable a person with a dis-
ability to operate, or ride as a pas-
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senger in, the motor vehicle. Each
motor vehicle repair business who has
submitted required information shall
keep its entry current, accurate and
complete by submitting revised infor-
mation not later than 30 days after the
relevant changes in the business occur.

[66 FR 12655, Feb. 27, 2001, as amended at 75
FR 47489, Aug. 6, 2010]

§595.7 Requirements for vehicle modi-
fications to accommodate people
with disabilities.

(a) Any motor vehicle repair business
that modifies a motor vehicle to enable
a person with a disability to operate,
or ride as a passenger in, the motor ve-
hicle is exempted from the ‘‘make in-
operative’” prohibition of 49 U.S.C.
30122 to the extent that those modifica-
tions affect the motor vehicle’s compli-
ance with the Federal motor vehicle
safety standards or portions thereof
specified in paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion. Modifications that would take a
vehicle out of compliance with any
other Federal motor vehicle safety
standards, or portions thereof, are not
covered by this exemption.

(b) Any motor vehicle repair business
that modifies a motor vehicle to enable
a person with a disability to operate,
or ride as a passenger in, the motor ve-
hicle in such a manner as to make in-
operative any part of a device or ele-
ment of design installed on or in the
motor vehicle in compliance with a
Federal motor vehicle safety standard
or portion thereof specified in para-
graph (c) of this section must affix to
the motor vehicle a permanent label of
the type and in the manner described
in paragraph (d) of this section and
must provide and retain a document of
the type and in the manner described
in paragraph (e) of this section.

(c)(1) 49 CFR 571.101, except for S5.2.1,
S5.3.1, S$5.3.4, S5.4.1, and S5.4.3 of that
section.

(2) S5.1.1.5 of 49 CFR 571.108, in the
case of a motor vehicle that is modified
to be driven without a steering wheel
or for which it is not feasible to retain
the turn signal canceling device in-
stalled by the vehicle manufacturer.

(3) 85.1.2 and S5.1.3 of 49 CFR 571.114,
in any case in which the original key
locking system must be modified.
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(4) S4(a) of 49 CFR 571.118, in any case
in which the medical condition of the
person for whom the vehicle is modi-
fied necessitates the installation of a
remote ignition switch to start the ve-
hicle.

(5) 85.1 and S5.2.1 of 49 CFR 571.123, in
any case in which the modification ne-
cessitates the relocation of original
equipment manufacturer’s controls.

(6) S5.3.1 of 49 CFR 571.135, in any
case in which the modification neces-
sitates the removal of the original
equipment manufacturer foot pedal.

(7) 49 CFR 571.201 with respect to:

(i) Targets located on the right side
rail, the right B-pillar and the first
right side ‘‘other” pillar adjacent to
the stowed platform of a lift or ramp
that stows vertically, inside the vehi-
cle.

(ii) Targets located on the left side
rail, the left B-pillar and the first left
side ‘‘other” pillar adjacent to the
stowed platform of a lift or ramp that
stows vertically, inside the vehicle.

(iii) Targets located on the rear head-
er and the rearmost pillars adjacent to
the stowed platform of a lift or ramp
that stows vertically, inside the vehi-
cle.

(iv) Targets located on any hand grip
or vertical stanchion bar.

(v) All of S6 of 571.201 in any case in
which the disability necessitates rais-
ing the roof or door, or lowering the
floor of the vehicle.

(8) 49 CFR 571.202,
which:

(i) A motor vehicle is modified to be
operated by a driver seated in a wheel-
chair and no other seat is supplied with
the vehicle for the driver;

(ii) A motor vehicle is modified to
transport a right front passenger seat-
ed in a wheelchair and no other right
front passenger seat is supplied with
the vehicle; or

(9) S4.3(b)(1) and (2) of 49 CFR 571.202,
in any case in which the driver’s head
restraint must be modified to accom-
modate a driver with a disability.

(10) S5.1 of 49 CFR 571.203, in any case
in which the modification necessitates
a structural change to, or removal of,
the original equipment manufacturer
steering shaft.

(11) S5.2 of 49 CFR 571.203, in any case
in which an item of adaptive equip-

in any case in
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ment must be mounted on the steering
wheel.

(12) 49 CFR 571.204, in any case in
which the modification necessitates a
structural change to, or removal of,
the original equipment manufacturer
steering shaft.

(13) S4.1 of 49 CFR 571.207, in any case
in which a vehicle is modified to be
driven by a person seated in a wheel-
chair and no other driver’s seat is sup-
plied with the vehicle, provided that a
wheelchair securement device is in-
stalled at the driver’s position.

(14) S4.1.5.1(a)(1), S4.1.5.1(a)(3),
S4.2.6.2, Sb, S7.1, S7.2, S7.4, S14, S15,
S16, S17, S18, S19, S20, S21, S22, S23,
S24, S25, S26 and S27 of 49 CFR 571.208
for the designated seating position
modified, provided Type 2 or Type 2A
seat belts meeting the requirements of
49 CFR 571.209 and 571.210 are installed
at that position.

(15) S5 of 49 CFR 571.214 for the des-
ignated seating position modified, in
any cases in which the restraint sys-
tem and/or seat at that position must
be changed to accommodate a person
with a disability.

(16) 499 CFR 571.225 in any case in
which an existing child restraint an-
chorage system, or built-in child re-
straint system relied upon for compli-
ance with 571.225 must be removed to
accommodate a person with a dis-
ability, provided the vehicle contains
at least one tether anchorage which
complies with 49 CFR 571.225 S6, S7 and
S8 in one of the rear passenger des-
ignated seating positions. If no rear
designated seating position exists after
the vehicle modification, a tether an-
chorage complying with the require-
ments described above must be located
at a front passenger seat. Any tether
anchorage attached to a seat that is re-
located shall continue to comply with
the requirements of 49 CFR 571.225 S6,
ST and S8.

(d) The label required by paragraph
(b) of this section shall:

(1) Be permanently affixed to the ve-
hicle,

(2) Be located adjacent to the origi-
nal certification label or the alterer’s
certification label, if applicable,

(3) Give the modifier’s name and
physical address,
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(4) Contain the statement ‘“This vehi-
cle has been modified in accordance
with 49 CFR 595.6 and may no longer
comply with all Federal Motor Vehicle
Safety Standards in effect at the time
of its original manufacture.”’

(e) The document required by para-
graph (b) of this section shall:

(1) Be provided, in original or
photocopied form, to the owner of the
vehicle at the time the vehicle is deliv-
ered to the owner,

(2) Be kept, in original or
photocopied form, at the same address
provided on the label described in para-
graph (c¢) of this section for a period
not less than five years after the vehi-
cle, as modified, is delivered to the in-
dividual for whom the modifications
were performed,

§595.7

(3) Be clearly identifiable as to the
vehicle that has been modified,

(4) Contain a list of the Federal
motor vehicle safety standards or por-
tions thereof specified in paragraph (c)
of this section with which the vehicle
may no longer be in compliance.

(5) Indicate any reduction in the load
carrying capacity of the vehicle of
more than 100 kg (220 1b) after the
modifications are completed. In pro-
viding this information, the modifier
must state whether the weight of a
user’s wheelchair is included in the
available load capacity.

[66 FR 12655, Feb. 27, 2001, as amended at 69
FR 21069, Apr. 20, 2004; 70 FR 51678, Aug. 31,
2005; 75 FR 47489, Aug. 6, 2010]
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APPENDIX A TO PART 595--INFORMATION BROCHURE

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
@/| NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY ADMINISTRATION

AIR BAGS AND ON-OFF SWITCHES
INFORMATION FOR AN INFORMED DECISION

Keeping the Benefits for the Many
and
Reducing the Risks for the Few

INTRODUCTION

Air bags are proven, effective safety devices. From their introduction in the late 1980's through
November 1, 1997, air bags saved about 2,620 people. The number of people saved increases
each year as air bags become more common on America’s roads.

However, the number of lives saved is not the whole story. Air bags are particularly effective in
preventing life-threatening and debilitating head and chest injuries. A study of real-world
crashes conducted by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) found that
the combination of seat belts and air bags is 75 percent effective in preventing serious head
injuries and 66 percent effective in preventing serious chest injuries. That means 75 of every
100 people who would have suffered a serious head injury in a crash, and 66 out of 100 people
who would have suffered chest injuries, were spared that fate because they wore seat belts and
had air bags.

For some people, these life saving and injury-preventing benefits come at the cost of a less
severe injury caused by the air bag itself. Most air bag injuries are minor cuts, bruises, or
abrasions and are far less serious than the skull fractures and brain injuries that air bags prevent.
However, 87 people have been killed by air bags as of November 1, 1997. These deaths are
tragic, but rare events -- there have been about 1,800,000 air bag deployments as of that same
date.

The one fact that is common to all who died is NOT their height, weight, sex, or age.
Rather, it is the fact that they were too close to the air bag when it started to deploy. For
some, this occurred because they were sitting too close to the air bag. More often this occurred
because they were not restrained by seat belts or child safety seats and were thrown forward
during pre-crash braking.

The vast majority of people can avoid being too close and can minimize the risk of serious air
bag injury by making simple changes in behavior. Shorter drivers can adjust their seating
position. Front seat adult passengers can sit a safe distance from their air bag. Infants and
children 12 and under should sit in the back seat. And everyone can buckle up. The limited
number of people who may not be able to make these changes may benefit from having the
opportunity to turn off their air bags when necessary.
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